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Bátor Tábor Foundation has been organising free therapeutic recreation camps for severely ill children and their families since 2001. In 2014 we already received 1011 campers, treated for cancer, diabetes, juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JiA), and haemophilia. The children who, due to the burden of their illness and the exhausting treatments, are indifferent and lacking selfconfidence, can experience in our camp that life offers a lot of games, joy, smiles and feeling of success for them as well. 

The programmes of Bátor Tábor are built on the method of therapeutic recreation, which forms part of a complex healing process. The method developed by psychologists and teachers increases the chances of recovery and help children in fighting their disease. During the course of therapeutic recreation, within a previously planned framework, the children meet a lot of customised challenges, feeling of success and reinforcement, which has a positive effect on their selfassessment, their belief in their recovery and medical condition as well. The efficiency of the method is also supported by the results of scientific effect studies.

In Bátor Tábor, our campers can take part in programmes that, because of their illness, they could not try anywhere else. Under permanent medical supervision, in absolute safety, they can row, go horseback riding, do archery, can dive into music, photography, nature, arts and crafts and acting activities, or can try the 9-meter high rope course.

 Our programmes are on all year round. In the spring and fall, we organise Family and Sibling Camps, where their healthy relatives can accompany the sick children, thus they can receive therapy individually and together as a family as well.  In our summer sessions, in addition to the Hungarian campers between the ages of six and eighteen, we also receive Czech, Polish and Slovak children. In addition to these, every year, we also organise several one-day campers’ meetings, which reinforce the positive effect of the experiences gained during the sessions.

The campgrounds can be found in the city of Hatvan. Every building and programme location of the modern complex has been established to meet the special needs of the children. By now, the foundation has become one of the largest volunteer reception organisations: every year, the cooperation of over 800 volunteers help the undisturbed realisation of experiences.

Thanks to its presence in the Czech republic, Poland and Slovakia, now Bátor Tábor operates as a regional, Central European Organisation. The guarantee of the professional level of our programmes is our membership in the SeriousFun Children’s network (earlier called the Association of Hole in the wall Camps), founded by Oscar-winning actor Paul Newman.

Every programme of Bátor Tábor Foundation is free for the participants. We establish the resources necessary for operation and further development of the campgrounds exclusively from private individuals, companies and within the framework of tenders. Bátor Tábor operates as a public benefit foundation, our transparent operation is guaranteed by the financial audit and the public benefit reports executed every year.
Therapeutic  Recreation Programmes

We recruit our campers with the cooperation of 47 domestic and 13 foreign hospitals. In 2014, we held an international hospital coordinators’ meeting for the volunteer contact persons of the four countries at the same time, in the same location, thus, in addition to preparation, we also established the platform for a regional professional conference. 

In 2014, we organised 15 sessions, in which altogether 1011 campers participated. Compared to the previous year, this constituted a 20% increase. in 2014, we provided the opportunity for siblings to experience the healing adventures with their brothers and sisters with tumours or diabetes in two spring Sibling Camps. 2 of our 6 summer sessions are international sessions and we received 140 children from the Czech republic, Slovakia and Poland.

We received children under the age of six together with their parents and siblings in four family sessions during autumn 2014. Within our “lélekmadár” (soul-bird) session, we welcomed  families that had lost their children due to cancer. Our professionals developed the programme for this session in cooperation with grief therapists, taking interantional experiences also into consideration.

Well prepared volunteers

Every year, our committed volunteers take part in multilevel trainings. In addition to the aims, philosophy, order of operation and principles of the camp, their preparation extends to the theory and practical application of the therapeutic recreation method. Thanks to the thoroughly prepared staffs, the children are in emotional and physical safety in Bátor Tábor. Without the work of our volunteers, we could not secure the children’s camp experiences at such high levels.

In 2014, altogether 525 individuals helped the realisation of our summer programmes as volunteers. Out of them 353 persons were returning volunteers. 83 volunteers from abroud helped during the international sessions.
Donations 

The most significant proportion of the operation of the Foundation is still constituted by corporate support and grants. 

From among our corporate supporters, we continue our cooperation with our largest supporters (Vienna Insurance Group, GlaxoSmithKline e-On, CiB Bank, Hewlett Packard, Johnson&Johnson, Deutsche Bank). More and more corporations assist our work through renting the campsite (navnGo, Erste/Union, Strabag, Siemens, CiB Bank, Deutsche Bank, Hays, Szerencsejáték Zrt, DM, Díjbeszedő Zrt.). 

With the help of the renowned foreign jury, in 2014, the charity Contemporary Art Auction, was organised for the 10th time. In 2014, the 12th Charity Golf Tournament significantly contributed to the work of Bátor Tábor.

In addition to the donations raised from corporate sponsors and at charity events, donations received from private individuals, preferably repeated regularly, are increasingly important. Offerings from the 1% of the personal income tax form also a part of this.
International Presence
 Bátor Tábor Foundation has been the member of Serious Fun Children’s network, the largest camp alliance in the world organising camps for ill children, founded by Paul Newman, since 2007.

As the only Central European Member of the Alliance of camps, Bátor Tábor has also been organising international summer sessions for Czech, Slovak and Polish children since 2008. Since then we organise international session for children coming from 14 oncology wards of Slovakia, Poland and the Czech Republic, too. In the past years more than 600 children came to Bátor Tábor from these countries including almost 200 paediatric patients between the age of 6 and 18 from the oncology wards of Motol Hospital, Prague and Brno Paediatric hospital. 

All campers travel and participate free of charge. The annual budget of the foundation is more than 1,3 million EUR which is raised exclusively from private individuals, companies and granting foundations. 

The financial transparency of Bátor Tábor is guaranteed by the financial audit conducted by Deloitte every year. 

The foundation’s long-term aim is to cover the participation of the Czech, Polish and Slovak children from their own countries, therefore we keep looking for donors in the Czech republic too under the supervision of our local fundraising branch, Nadacni fond Nadace Bator Tabor Ceska Republika. 
The resource need of the two international sessions is approximately 300 000EUR.  A few Czech companies agreed to contribute in the past years (e.g. Colliers, Skoda Holding, Kempinski Hotel Hybernska, Adastra, ČEZ, Eurovia) covering about 50% of the Czech participation which was approximately 60 000EUR in 2014.
Our activity areas and related cost items include the following: 
· medical safety: camp medical equipment, medicines, medical trainings, medical director, conducting surveys

· child recruitment: training of hospital coordinators, handling of child application forms, recruitment in hospitals, printing of forms and leaflets

· volunteer recruitment: printing of recruitment materials, interviewing new applicants,  training days, annual meeting of volunteers, recruitment trips in the CEE region

· therapeutic recreation programs: organization of camp sessions and events, camp meals, running the programs at camp, acquiring equipment for the programs

· campsite operation: maintenance of buildings, forests, lake, program venues, cleaning, repairs, warehouse 

· general operation: operation of headquarters office

· fundraising: running of  FR campaigns, Customer Relationship Management, organization of charity events, meals, contractors’ fees, marketing and advertising

· development: construction/renewal of buildings at campsite
What makes Bátor Tábor so special?

It is probably clear from the above, that what is special about Bátor Tábor does not only lie in the fact that it uses a method of operation that has not yet become widespread in Central Europe, but also that it represents a very high standard both from a professional and organizational point of view. 

In Central Europe Paediatric Departments of several local hospitals organize summer camps for children treated with cancer, mostly utilizing funds from foundations cooperating with the hospital. The organizers mostly do the preparation work and operate the camps in addition to the their mandatory assignments at the hospital.

In contrast, we at Bátor Tábor work year-round on the realisation of the camps only. This means a significant advantage in both program management and from a medical point of view. In addition, our camps are under constant quality control. Since 2009 we have been in compliance with the criteria of the world's largest camp quality assurance organization, the American Camp Association. 

In medical professional circles Bátor Tábor has become a recognized program both on domestic and international level. Bátor Tábor operates as an integral part of the Hungarian child health network as a non-profit organization that works in close cooperation with domestic and Central European hospitals and enjoys their full professional support. In 2009 the Continuous Training Center of Semmelweis University accredited Bátor Tábor as a training facility. A number of our well-established camp medical practices has been implemented by other Hole in the Wall camps. The high quality and safe medical care makes it possible for Bátor Tábor to receive ill children who are unable to attend other camps (even hospital organized ones) due to their medical condition or their needs,  while it is exactly these children who may have the most rehabilitation benefit from their participation in our recreational therapy program. 
